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to recover the losses they sustained through the horrors
of the Thirty Years* War* If we were to compare each
individual town of Germany in the state it was in before
and after the war of thirty years, the picture would be
dreadful beyond conception. The city of Magdeburg
alone had formerly no less than 30,000 inhabitants ; but
after its destruction by Tilly, only 400 remained. The
city itself was razed to the ground, and had scarcely one
stone left upon another* In the city of Frankenthal,
where there were 1800 inhabitants, who were mostly
artists and manufacturers, the number was reduced to
324* In Gottingen there were 1000 houses ; in the war
179 were pulled down or fell of themselves, 237 remained
uninhabited, 137 inhabited only by widows, and only 460
by burghers and strangers* At Nordheim, near Got-
tingen, upwards of 320 houses which were uninhabited,
were destroyed to procure fuel from the timber for the
winter; and the number of distressed widows exceeded
that of the burghers* The repairs of Minden, which was
one of Tilly*s garrison-towns in 1625, cost, in two years,
600,000 thalers; and a tax was fixed upon the houses
of the burghers, under the name of the " Eintheilungs
Capitalien," which continues even now [in 1786]* In the
bailiwick and town of Leonberg, in the country of
Wtirtemberg, 1270 burghers emigrated, 885 houses were
destroyed by fire, and 11,594 acres of land went out of
cultivation* In the whole dutchy of Wiirtemberg, no
less than 57,721 families were ruined; 8 cities, 45
villages, 158 houses of the clergy and school-masters,
65 churches, and 36,086 private houses, were burned to
ashes/'

The Anglo-Dutch alliance did not long survive the
decline of Spain*   The trade jealousy which prompted